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ture to those spiritual beings whom GOD employs in the affairs of men; but in the Letters addressed by St. John to the seven Christian Churches in Asia Minor, the Bishops of these Churches are addressed as Angels, i. e. the Messengers of GOD, not Ministers appointed by the people, but Bishops Superintendants of the Churches, appointed by the PROVIDENCE and Grace of GOD.
ANGELIC HYMN. A title given to the hymn or doxology beginning with " Glory be to GOD on high," &c. It is so called from the former part of it having been sung by the Angels, on their appearance to the shepherds of Bethlehem, to announce to them the birth of the REDEEMER.
ANNATES, OR FIRST FRUITS. These are the profits of one year of every vacant bishopric in England, claimed at first by the Pope, upon a pretence of defending the Christians from the Infidels; and it was paid by the succeeding Bishop, before he could receive his investure from Rome. Afterwards the Pope prevailed on all those who were spiritual patrons to oblige their clerks to pay these Annates; and so by degrees they became payable by the -clergy in general. Some of our historians tell us that Pope Clement was the first who claimed Annates in England, iu the reign of Edward I. but Mr. Selden, in a short account which he has given us of the reign of William Rufus, affirms, that they were anciently claimed by the Pope before that reign, but our chronologers differ about the time when they became a settled duty, and payable to him. Platina tells us, that Boniface IX. who was Pope in the first year of Hen. IV. Jlnnatarum usum Heneficiis Ecclesiasticis primum iwposuit, (viz.) dimidium Annul provenlus fisco Apostolico persolvere. Walsingham affirms it to be above eighty years before that time, viz. in the time of Pope John the XXII., who was Pope about the middle of the reign of Edward II. and that he Reservavit Camera sues primos fructus benefi-corum. But a learned Bishop of Worcester has made this matter more clear. He tells us that the old and accustomed fees paid here to the feudal Lords were called Beneficia, and that the Popes being Lords or spiritual heads of the Church, they were not contented with an empty, though very great title, without some temporal